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PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

European emissions trading scheme:  CO2 emissions down by 4% in 2018 

 

 
London, 4 April 2019 - Carbon Market Data, a European company providing carbon market 

research and IT services, issued a data summary on the recent release of the EU Emissions 

Trading Scheme‘s 2018 verified emissions reports. 

 

Based on Carbon Market Data calculations, the EU emissions trading scheme (EU ETS) 

installations emitted 1,574 million tCO2 in 2018, down by 4% from previous year. This 

figure is derived from the verified emissions data submitted so far by 94% (in volume) of the 

11,200 installations currently included in the trading scheme. These figures include the 28 EU 

countries. 

 

This spectacular drop in CO2 emissions is, according to analysts, mainly due to the closure of 

some coal power plants, the implementation of energy efficiency measures as well as the 

ongoing development of renewable energy assets across Europe. 

 

The table shown in the following page displays the list of the 28 EU countries and their 

respective CO2 emissions and allowances for the year 2018. It is ranked according to the level 

of emissions reduction in 2018.   

 

The table in page 4 shows the list of the 25 largest CO2 emitting installations in 2018 in the 

European emissions trading scheme.  

 

Airlines emissions were also published and amounted in 2018 to 62 million tCO2, up by 1% 

from previous year. 86% of airlines have so far published their CO2 emissions reports. 

 

The table in page 5 presents the list of the 10 largest CO2 emitters among aircraft operators in 

2018 in the European emissions trading scheme. These figures include only intra-EU flights. 
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EU ETS 2018 : countries ranked by emission reduction level 

 

  country 
installation 

count 

freely allocated 

allowances 2018 

emissions 2018 

(tCO2e) 

emissions-to-cap (=E-

C) 2018 

verified emissions 

evolution 

(2018/2017) 

emissions 2018 - 

% published 

1 Portugal 339 10.732.640 26.251.860 15.614.262 -12,65 % 98,31 % 

2 Croatia 58 4.434.782 7.444.621 3.009.839 -11,03 % 100,00 % 

3 France 1494 67.735.022 93.874.516 28.357.600 -8,91 % 96,63 % 

4 Ireland 144 4.986.109 15.515.291 10.529.182 -8,17 % 100,00 % 

5 Greece 194 13.960.053 47.105.495 33.162.248 -8,03 % 99,60 % 

6 Austria 263 19.336.946 28.402.029 9.065.083 -7,07 % 99,95 % 

7 Spain 1409 56.862.701 127.323.388 70.475.541 -6,67 % 99,96 % 

8 
United 

Kingdom 
1454 51.258.507 128.803.491 77.563.550 -5,79 % 99,68 % 

9 Estonia 63 3.040.292 13.854.145 10.813.853 -5,57 % 99,86 % 

10 Italy 1534 67.011.134 140.148.542 85.897.858 -5,45 % 80,94 % 

11 Lithuania 121 5.440.997 5.952.939 542.338 -5,23 % 95,72 % 

12 Netherlands 630 43.485.185 87.206.120 43.821.282 -4,26 % 99,70 % 

13 Malta 7 0 698.028 698.028 -3,59 %  

14 Germany 2589 145.013.039 420.537.322 277.034.038 -3,25 % 98,04 % 

15 Hungary 295 9.810.837 19.994.448 10.227.623 -2,80 % 99,55 % 

16 Romania 296 17.242.488 39.623.806 22.436.589 -2,39 % 99,34 % 

17 Cyprus 14 2.029.541 4.585.570 2.556.029 -1,87 % 99,78 % 

18 Luxembourg 27 1.214.238 1.468.871 254.633 -1,68 % 100,00 % 

19 Poland 1060 47.099.613 166.604.742 127.346.413 -1,59 % 83,28 % 

20 Denmark 437 7.905.057 14.948.428 7.043.371 -1,01 % 99,67 % 

21 Bulgaria 170 8.962.297 1.253.423 -207.175 -0,93 % 16,29 % 

22 Slovenia 103 1.731.707 6.491.912 4.760.205 -0,68 % 99,98 % 

23 Czech 453 27.509.579 66.898.217 39.446.326 +0,03 % 99,75 % 
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  country 
installation 

count 

freely allocated 

allowances 2018 

emissions 2018 

(tCO2e) 

emissions-to-cap (=E-

C) 2018 

verified emissions 

evolution 

(2018/2017) 

emissions 2018 - 

% published 

Republic 

24 
Slovak 

Republic 
220 13.658.304 21.619.497 8.498.698 +0,74 % 95,93 % 

25 Sweden 939 21.725.328 19.831.241 -1.885.549 +1,05 % 97,69 % 

26 Belgium 462 32.066.465 40.733.378 12.012.355 +1,27 % 81,72 % 

27 Finland 725 16.951.799 25.128.317 8.956.857 +3,94 % 92,46 % 

28 Latvia 116 1.603.101 2.358.534 966.463 +26,09 % 86,78 % 

    15616 702.807.761 1.574.658.171 908.997.540 -4,02 % 93,92 % 
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Note for journalists: 

 

All data and graphs shown in this document are available for free for publication by any newspaper, magazine and information provider 

(electronically or on paper). Please state the source of the data - Carbon Market Data - together with the website address 

http://www.carbonmarketdata.com next to the graphs used and within the article. 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT 

 

 

For more information on Carbon Market Data, and our products and services, please contact:  

 

Cédric Bleuez  

Email: cedric.bleuez@carbonmarketdata.com 

Tel: +380 66 849 2180 

 

http://www.carbonmarketdata.com 
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